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In this edition



Welcome to Part II of our Early Years edition. In this issue3

6 For kids in Reception, journaling can build confidenc9

6 Dr. Yeap Ban Har breaks down the Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract approac�

6 Are all representations created equal? Our podcast hosts don’t think so�

6 The surprising results of the EEF’s latest review of collaborative learnin


6 Plus, great books for kids in Reception, and Jo Boaler’s Limitless Mind



 


 

But first, here’s a round-up of some recent noteworthy items: 


 


Low Risk


As we learn to live with Covid, there is “now an imperative to reduce the


disruption to children and young people’s education — particularly given that 


the direct risks to children are extremely low,” the UK government said in


recently updated .


 


Connecting emotions 


It’s World Mental Health Day on Oct. 10. The Anna Freud Centre put together


this downloadable that lets children ages 4 to 5 see how our


emotions connect us. Young Minds, a mental health charity, is asking people to


wear yellow on Oct. 8 and donate £2 to support the cause. Sign up at


.

guidance

lesson plan 

#HelloYellow



Mastery in the Early Years


 


You might think it’s too early for kids in Reception to keep a maths journal


because they’re probably not familiar with maths conventions nor are they


likely to have the skills to write extensively. But that’s beside the point. Keeping


a maths journal gives kids, even in Reception, the opportunity to crystalise


their thinking, deepen their understanding and begin to develop their identities


as learners. Judy Hornigold goes into more detail and gives great examples in


this .


 


The Concrete-Pictorial-Abstract approach, developed by American


psychologist Jerome Bruner, is a pillar of mastery teaching. But what do


Concrete, Pictorial, and Abstract actually mean, and how do kids move from



one stage to the next? In this , renowned Singapore maths expert


Dr. Yeap Ban Har concisely breaks it down. 


 


When teaching the CPA Approach in the early years, it’s best to focus on C


and P. While the CPA model  in the primary years, moving onto


abstract concepts too soon causes difficulties for the youngest learners.

blog

short video

works brilliantly



Spending as much time as possible with concrete objects and pictorial


representations helps children master number skills.


 


But are all representations created equally? Maths — No Problem! CEO Andy


Psarianos and Adam Gifford answer that question, and many others, in


 of the School of School podcast.Episode 26

Another pillar of mastery is collaborative learning, where pupils work together


on tasks. The Education Endowment Foundation’s latest evidence review


found the impact of collaborative learning approaches is “consistently positive,


with pupils making an additional 5 months’ progress, on average, over the


course of an academic year.” 

Listen Now

Now the fun stuff



Looking for books for the kids in your Reception class? Books for Topics is a


website that helps you find great books by subject matter or by age. 



For instance, here’s a  recommended for 4 and 5 year olds. The


Bumble Bear, anyone? Here’s  of fun and clever maths books, like


How Many Jellybeans?



Jo Boaler, a British mathematician and professor of mathematics education at


Stanford University, says people who believe they can’t learn certain things —


like maths —  are undermining their ability to learn. Her new book, 

, is about the latest scientific findings and how they can be used to unlock


learning potential. 


 


“When we embrace struggle, it’s freeing,” she says in this . “It


changes how we go about our work. We’re more persistent. We interact with


each other differently.”  here as Jo explains why she thinks the current


system for maths instruction is broken. 



 

 list of books

another list

Limitless


Mind

 interview

Listen

 


And finally...


 


A massive THANK YOU to @SandringhamE7 for making our day too!


https://twitter.com/SandringhamE7/status/1440353775479242763
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The nuts and bolts



Having trouble getting your pupils started with journals? Don’t worry — we


have your back. Simply cut out these Maths — No Problem! characters and


journaling prompts, assemble and print them on white or coloured paper and


display them on a cork board. Or, create your very own poster for the


classroom.

But what are the benefits?



Journaling can be a because it leads to flexible thinking and


encourages the use of precise mathematical language in learners,

potent tool 

Even for experienced practitioners, it can be difficult to know what a good maths 

journal looks like. If you’d like to know what kind of activities support your learners 

best, you’re in the right place. Here’s a series of  for planning effective journal 

entries from mastery expert Adam Gifford.



From the Archives



Issue 89 of the NCETM’s Primary and Early Years magazine is chock full of 

, and even has a case study of what happened when maths journals were 

introduced at a school after it received a set of poor results. Serena Grear, who helped 

introduce the journals, reported that “The children’s reasoning skills developed 

immensely and they began to ooze with confidence when talking about their work.”


Journaling is particularly effective for teaching multiplication in depth, says Roger 

Hitchin. In this , he gives several real-world examples from students.



Here are some examples of , from the students of


, a Year 2 teacher in Manchester.

top tips

examples 

of journaling

blog post

journaling to learn regrouping

Mr. Rahman

Download



says Gemma Meharg, principal teacher at Glasgow City Council.



That’s also why there’s a maths journal idea at the end of each chapter in the 


Maths — No Problem! textbooks. Download our primer for journaling within the 

Maths — No Problem! programme, including how to use journaling for assessment.

In our resource corner…



iPad versus paper


Our podcast hosts Andy, Emily and Adam weigh up the pros and cons of old-school 

and new-age ways of writing. Has paper seen its day? Should we


digitise everything?

A Gold Star for Year 1 pupils at in Moreton, who used


journaling to show off .

Christ Church C of E 

incredible subtraction skills

Download

Listen Now



Be consistent!


Shametria Routt Banks, an educator in Texas, advocates giving learners


consistent opportunities to write about maths. Read about her .



One Kind Word


Anti-Bullying Week is on now, and these days, kindness is more important than


ever. Here are some  and tips on how to get involved.

five strategies

free resources

And finally...


In his head, a plan of ...mathematical perfection
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